Learning Disability: Key Legislative, Policy and Social Milestones
England, Scotland and Wales — selected timeline of care, rights and inclusion

Historical terms appear only where they reflect the official language of the time.
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Care Act 1990

ZPVTERNEIES  Mental Deficiency Act 1913
Enabled detention and institutionalisation through
categories such as “idiot”, “imbecile” and “feeble-minded".

Mental Deficiency and

(Scotland) Act 191 3
Established a parallel Scottish legal framework for
institutional responses.

RS  Education Act 1944

Many children with leaming disabilities were labelled
“ineducable” and excluded from ordinary education.

[ET Y Mencap founded
Marked the rise of parent-led campaigning for education,
recognition and better services.

England, Scotland and Wales  NHS established

Repealed the Mental Deficiency Acts in England and Wales
and promoted community care in principle.

1960 Mental health reform in Scotland
Repealed the Scottish Mental Deficiency legislation and
moved policy toward community care.

1968 Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968
Created a modem Scottish social work framework
relevant to disabled people and families.

1970 EFEETENTE Education (Handicapped Children) Act 1970
Ended the formal “ineducable” category and transferred
responsibility for education to education authorities.

Strengthened duties around support, weifare and services

(1970 [ZXZZED  Chronicall Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970
for disabled people.

1971 Better Services for the Mentally Handicapped

Long-stay hospitals became part of the post-war health
system xhough :nsulunonal care remained dominant.

England, Scotiand and Wales  An Ordinary Life
Popularised the idea that people with leaming disabilities
should live ordinary lives in ordinary communities.

EZE3 Al Wales Strategy
Landmark Welsh strategy promoting community living
mhe_r than P_\gsp{lalAbased care,

Growth of self-advocacy and People First groups
People with leaming disabilities increasingly spoke for
themselves about rights, services and citizenship,

‘ 19805 England, Scotland and Wales

' Major policy statement promoting movement away from
large hospnals 2oward commaury -based services.
1995 Disability Discrimination Act 1995
_. First major anti-discimination law protecting

disabled people.

;.._ 1999  Scotland and Wales  Devolution

Scottish and Welsh policy increasingly developed along
distinct national paths.

—@—— 2000 Adults with Incapacity (Scatland) Act 2000

Created a legal framework for welfare and financial
decision-making for adults who fack capacity.

—_———— 2000 The same as you?

Major Scottish leaming disability strategy promoting

the modern ity cace of s .
assessment, care management and support in the community. inclusion, person-centred support and closure of fong-stay hospitals.
2001 EFEED  Valuing People —@— 209 [ UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
Engfish strategy built around rights, independence, with Disabilities
3. Riahts Chiolos S Pelet:l I Strengthened the human-rights framework for inclusion,
. Rights, strategy 001 SpoclEducatonal Needs nd Disabity At 2001 | @) Squsly i bdosnsct ooy
and Strongthened desabiity rights in eduxcation. I 2009 T B
1, )  England | aluing People Now
self-advocac 2003 r'&m%‘&; and ® Refreshed the English strategy and continued the
y Rights-bosed memv hmnh legislation inckuding Iacliotsals
independent advocax
2010 Equality Act 2010
2005 Macal Copacky xpﬁ'ﬁ_ B . =G| Consalidated anti-discrimination law across England,
ml e dacision I Scotiand and Wales.
e 2007-2008 Death b Iniference and Healtheare for All ® 2011 Engind, with Uk-wideimpact  Winterbourne View scandal
Expased sericus heaith inequalities and avoidable deaths Esposed abuse and prompted major scrutiny of
|  among pedple with iearning disablites. institutional and inpatient services.
2013 EIE The keys to life ® 2019 INHS Long Term Plan commitments.
Scottish stratogy focused on quality of kife, choice, control Included annual health checks and action to reduce
and protection. inpatient care.
2014 Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 2021 Towarde Trondhcmeation
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Reformed Welsh social services around wellbeing.
voice and control

Care Act 2014
Put adutt social care 0n a statutory wellbeing footing
in England.

| Enland | Children and Families Act 2014
Introduced Education, Health and Care Plans in England.
Building the Right Support
Sought to reduce roflance on inpatient care and
strongthen community suppoet.

England LeDeR national programme
Reviews deaths of pouple with fearning disabelities to
improve care and reduce avoidable inoqualities.

Coming Home report
Addrectod cut-o- aroa placemants xnd dolayed dracharge
for peaple with complex support needs.

Set out a plan to improve support and owtcomes for autistc
people and people with leaming/inteliectual disabiiities.

2022 Learning Disability Strategic Action Plan 2022-2026
——— Wolsh Goverrvient stratogy for the current keaming
disability policy sgenda.
—_—— 222 Coming Home i

——1 202 =

Framework for better support and fewer inappropriate
placemonts or admissions.

Building the Right Support Action Plan

Ronewed commitments (o reduce inappropriate

i

ipationt care.
e 202 =T Health and Care Act 2022
Intrncluced statutory k-..-mmq ditabity and sutism
training requiroments in
2022 B DwnSyndromaAchOZZ
Roguirad gutdonce for public authorities on moeting
—0 the neods of poopie with Down oyndrome.
o—— 2025 Oliver McGowan Code of Practice

Sets standards for statutory loarming disability and
autism training for COC-rogiatored providers.
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. From segregation and institutionalisation to community living,
Overall shift rights, self-advocacy, wellbeing and health equality.




